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BY  THE  WEST 


TO  THE  EAST, 


Memorandum  on  some  Imperial  aspects  of  the 

Completion  of  the 


CANADIAN   PACIFIC  RAILWAY. 


APRIL,  1885. 


Memorandum. 

The  design  of  connecting  the  British  posses- 
sions in  North  America  by  a  railway  stretching  from  ocean  to 
ocean  was,  until  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago,  not  much  more 
than  a  dream,  or  a  desire,  fondly  entertained  by  some,  but  by 
the  majority  regarded  as,  from  physical  and  financial  reasons, 
almost,  if  not  quite,  impossible  of  realisation.  The  admis- 
sion of  British  Columbia  into  the  Canadian  Confederation 
in  1 87 1,  made  it  necessary  for  the  statesmen  who  brought 
about  that  political  union  immediately  to  face  the  question  of 
a  transcontinental  railway,  for  without  such  physical  connec- 
tion the  strands  of  the  political  bond  would  inevitably  snap  ; 
and  Sir  John  Macdonald,  with  a  boldness  which  many  even 
of  his  friends  thought  Quixotic,  consented  to  make  the  con- 
struction of  such  a  road  within  ten  years  one  of  the  conditions 
of  the  compact  between  Old  Canada  and  the  Pacific  Province. 
It  was  freely  alleged  by  some  that  (i)  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing such  a  railway  would  absolutely  ruin  Canada ;  that  (3) 
in  any  case  it  would  be  physically  impossible  to  build  it,  even 
if  funds  were  forthcoming,  within  the  ten  years ;  and  (3 ) 
that  the  North- West  Territory  was, ;  s  a  v/hole,of  too  worth- 
less a  character  as  a  place  for  settlement  to  justify  or  render 
advisable  an  undertaking  of  so  gigantic  a  character.  Time 
will  show — time  has  shown — which  party  was  right. 

The  Dominion  Government  commenced  surveys,  especially 
with  the  object  of  finding  the  best  possible  pa«;s  through  the 
hitherto  unpenetrated  "sea  of  mountains"  in  TBritish 
Columbia,  and  after  a  time,  feeling  the  urgent  necessity  of 
being  able  to  reach  Manitoba  by  some  other  than  the  route 
through  the  United  States,  they  began  to  build  a  line  from 
Port  Arthur  (Thunder  Bay), on  Lake  Superior,  to  Winnipeg ; 
and  also,  as  an  earnest  of  their  intention  to  carry  out — 
although  rather  late  in  tin*  day — the  political  compact,  they 
commenced  in  British  Columbia  to  construct  a  line  from 
Burrard  Inlet  eastwards.  However,  for  political  and  financial 
reasons  into  which  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  enter,  the  con- 
struction of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  as  a  whole,  was 
deferred,  and  may  be  said  not  to  have  commenced  until  the 
present  Company  received  its  charter  in  the  spring  of  i88i, 
since  which  date  no  time  has  been  lost ;  and  they  are  able 
to  announce  to-day  that,  so  far  from  ten  years  being  an 
insufficient  time  in  which  to  complete  so  vast  a  work,  there 
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will  be  a  continuous  line  of  rails  laid  from  ocean  to  ocean 
through  British  territory  by  <st  Stptember,  1885,  or  five 
and  a  half  years  in  advance  of  their  contract  time.  It 
is  true  that  of  this  stretch  of  2,898  miles,  of  which  the  main 
line  will  consist,  the  Government  will  have  built  644  miles, 
and  that  345  miles  have  been  purchased  ;  but  it  is  no  slight 
boast  for  the  Company  to  make  that  within  four  years  they 
Avill  have  built  1,700  miles  of  substantial  first-class  railway, 
•that  work  including  the  surmounting  of  three  distinct 
-mountain  ranges  in  the  west,  and  the  passage  through  an 
almost  equally  difficult  country  on  the  east  and  the  north  of 
-Lake  Superior. 

'  The  completion  of  this  road  will  bind  together  all  the 
Provinces  of  British  North  America,  politically  and  com- 
mercially, and  it  opens  up  to  the  surplus  population  of  the 
United  Kingdom  the  most  productive  wheat  lands  in  the 
world.  I  twill  tend,  more  than  any  other  work  ever  can  do,  to 
make  "  Greater  Britain  "  a  reality,  and  to  consolidate  in  more 
ways  than  are  hitherto  suspected  the  unity  of  the  B^mpire. 

Viewed,  as  now  proposed  to  view  it  in  this  Memorandum, 
merely  as  a  means  of  transport,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
will,  for  the  Empire,  effect  one  of  the  most  marvellous 
changes  on  record ;  and  it  will  to  some  extent  realize  the  old 
sixteenth  century  idea  that  the  shortest  route  to  the  east  was 
by  the  west. 

By-way  of  illustrating  the  extent  of  this  change,  brief 
reference  may  be  permitted  to  the  two  most  recent  occasions 
on  which  the  Imperial  Government  has  found  it  necessary 
to  move  troops  in  Canada.  At  the  close  of  1861  not  only 
was  the  Intercolonial  railway  not  in  existence,  but,  owing  to 
the  inconat-pleteness  of  the  line  between  Halifax  and  St.  John, 
•New  Brunswick,  two  days  w^re  spent  in  reaching  the  one 
city  from  the  other.  The  "  Trent  affair,  '  it  will  be  re- 
membered, occurred  at  the  beginning  of  winter.  TheBersia 
landed  a  few  companies  of  the  i6th  Regiment  at  Bk,  but -on 
the  approach  of  a  "  cold  snap"  had  to  run  for-  it  from  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  go  round  to  Halifax.  From  that  poittt,  or 
from  St.  John,  all  the  men  whom  it  was  desired- to  throw 
into  Canada  had  to  be  moved  by  land;  The  ar-rangements 
made  by  Sir  Arthur  Gordon  and  General  Run^y  iworjced 
admirablv,  but  it  required  eleven  or    twelve  days-f^or  each 
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detachment  from  St.  John  to  reach  Riviere  du  Loup  (the  then 
terminus  of  the  railway  system  of  Quebec). 

Again,  in  the  "  Red  river  rehellion  "  the  troops  had  to  be 
transported  by  water  from  Canada  West  to  Thunder  Bay, 
from  whence  it  took  several  weeks  of  incessant  canoeing  and 
portaging  to  bring  them  to  the  Red  river. 

The  advantage  ot  the  railway,  even  though  not  quite  com- 
plete, is  fully  demonstrated  at  the  present  moment,  when  by 
it  the  Canadian  Government  is  enabled  to  reinforce  the 
Mounted  Police  in  the  North-West  in  suppressing  the  Half- 
breed  outbreak  at  Fort  Carlton. 

But  these  tedious  journeys  of  the  olden  times  will  now  be 
things  of  the  past.  The  Maritime  Provinces  are  in  immediate 
railway  connection  with  Quebec,  and  in  the  spring  li  1886 
the  "  Canadian  Pacific  express"  will  run  from  Montnal  to 
Vancouver  on  Burrard  Inlet  in  ninety  hours.  So  that  even 
under  existing  conditions,  that  is,  taking  the  average  passage 
of  the  present  Allan  steamships  to  Rimouski  or  Quebec  in 
summer,  and  to  Halifax  in  winter,  passengers  and  mails  from 
England  will  be  able  to  reach  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  in 
thirteen  or  fourteen  days,  and  a  regiment  can  be  moved 
from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  to  the  Pacific  coast  in  five  days, 
without  touching  foreij;;;  soil. 

Itis  incontemplation  to  extend  a  more  direct  railway  system 
than  the  present  from  Montri\il  to  some  port  in  the  eastern- 
most part  of  Nova  Scotia  or  even  of  Cape  Breton.  When 
this  is  accomplished,  and  fast  steamers  ply  on  that  route, 
the  time  between  England  and  Vancouver  will  be  reduced  to 
eleven  days.  For  troops  and  warlike  stores  it  might  be  a  little 
more,  as  the  most  direct  route  will  lie  across  that  part  of 
Maine  which,  under  the  Ashb'irton  treaty,  was  so  unfor- 
tunately given  up  to  the  United  States.  Therefore,  for 
troops,  the  more  circuitous  line  of  the  Intercolonial  railway 
must  be  taken,  but  this  will  only  involve  a  delay  of  something 
less  than  a  day. 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  railway  development  is  not 
only  that  all  parts  of  Canada  become  immediately  accessible 
from  each  other,  and  that  districts,  hitherto  useless  because 
isolated,  will  become  the  granary  of  Great  Britain ;  but  far 
beyond  the  confines  of  Canada  and  purely  local  or  commer- 
cial  interests    the    result  will    extend.       Even   before  the 
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accelerated  rate  just  above  mentioned  is  arrived  at,  passengers 
will  in  1886  be  able  to  reach  Japan  in  thirty  days  and  Hong 
K<  ng  in  thirty-six  days  from  England  by  the  steamers  which 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Company  will  place  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
The  imp«  rtance  of  this  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
accompanying  Tables,  which  show  that  to  Hong  Kong  the 
present  time  by  Peninsular  and  (Oriental  Company's  route  by 
Brindisi  is  thirty- five  to  thirty-seven  days,  according  to 
season,  whilst  by  Gibraltar  (by  w4iich  perhaps  nine-tenths 
of  passengers  and  mails  do  go  and  all  troops  must  go)  it 
is  forty-four  to  forty-six  days,  six  days  more  being  required 
to  reach  Yokohama.  The  evei!t  which  may  render  it 
urgent  for  Enghmd  to  throw  troops  into  India  may  also  very 
probably  render  it  inexpedient  for  her  to  suddenly  reduce 
her  Mediterranean  garrisons,  for  European  and  Indian  com- 
plications vdi,  more  often  than  not,  go  hand  in  hand. 
It  is  most  unlikely  that  the  same  objection  would  apply 
at  the  same  time  to  a  reduction  of  the  Imperial  troops  in 
Hahfax,  Nova  Scotia,  especially  as  the  Canadian  militia 
would  be  available  for  temporary  garrison  duty.  It  is  inter- 
esting therefore  to  calculate  whether,  in  such  an  emergency, 
assistance  for  India  might  not  be  drawn  from  this  unexpected 
quarter.  The  appended  Tables  show  that  the  route  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  from  England  to  Hong  Kong  is 
quicker  by  about  ten  days  than  that  via  Gibraltar  and  the 
Red  Sea.  The  point  therefore  at  which  the  two  routes  from 
England  meet  would  be  at,  or  somewhere  a  little  to  the 
east  of,  Singapore.  The  time  tables  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  show  that  the  passage  to  Singapore  is 
the  same  as  to  Calcutta  (the  two  routes  diverging  at 
Colombo).  Therefore  if  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  nine 
days  saved  by  starting  from  Halifax  instead  of  England 
would  be  sutficient,  as  they  would  be,  for  the  distance 
between  Singapore  and  Calcutta,  troops  from  Halifax  would 
reach  Calcutta  in  nearly  as  possible  the  same  time  as  troops 
from  England  sent  via  the  Suez  Canal,  and  quicker  than 
those  sent  by  the  Cape,  if  the  Canal  was  from  any  cause, 
political  or  physical,  not  available  for  the  transport  of  war 
materiel.  The  Canadian  Militia  and  Volunteers,  who  are 
so  eager  now  to  fight  side  by  side  with  British  troops  in  the 
Soudan,  would,  no  doubt,  be  equally  desirous  of  aiding  the 
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Mother  Country  should  a  crisis  arise  in  India.  By  this  new 
route  they  could  easily  and  expeditiously  be  sent,  either  to 
relieve  from  garrison  duty  the  Imperial  troops  in  Ilong 
Kong  and  the  Straits  Settlements,  or  to  India  itself. 

It  may  be  pointed  out  that,  of  course,  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  will  be  useful  for  naval  as  well  as  military 
purposes,  stores  and  crews  for  the  Pacific  squadron  being  by 
it  easily  and  expeditiously  delivered  from  England  or  from 
the  Halifax  Dockyard  on  to  the  Pacific  coast.  The  Com- 
pany will  also  have  its  own  tt-legraph  system  entirely 
through  British  territory,  and  it  is  probable  that  telegraphic 
communication  with  Japan  and  China  by  cable  and  land 
lines  will  in  a  few  years  be  established. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  how  can  troops  be  moved  by  train 
for  3,000  miles  or  more  without  any  break  in  a  continuous 
journey  of  four  or  five  days  r  In  anticipation  of  carrying  a 
large  number  of  emigrants  from  Montreal  to  various  points 
in  the  North-West,  a  distance  of  from  1,400  to  2,000  miles, 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has  invented  and  supplied 
itself  with  a  modification  of  the  Pulhn;in  car  system,  applied 
to  emigrant  carriages,  by  which  clean  and  comfortable  slat 
beds  are  available  for  the  use  of  passengers,  who  are  thereby 
enabled  to  make  a  long  continuous  journey  with  a  minimum 
of  fatigue.  These  cars  will  each  accommodate  46  passengers, 
and  they  would,  it  is  believed,  exactly  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  Transport  Department. 

In  this  Memorandum  all  comparison  with  the  route  via 
New  York  and  San  Francisco  has  been  omitted,  because  the 
latter  is  for  Imperial  purposes  not  available,  but  it  may  be 
briefly  mentioned  that  the  route  from  Liverpool  via  the 
Canadian  Pacific  to  Yokohama  is  estimated  to  be  1,100 
miles  shorter  than  by  the  former  route. 

As  an  alternative  to  the  present  route  via  San  Francisco 
to  Fiji,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  the  Canadian  line  must 
not  be  altogether  dismissed  from  consideration.  The  Gali- 
fornian  port  is,  no  doubt,  very  considerably  nearer  to  Sydney 
than  the  British  Columbian  railway  terminus;  but  the 
greater  speed  at  which  the  trans-continental  journey  will' be 
made,  owing  to  the  lighter  grades  and  better  constructioa  of 
the  Canadian  line,  and  to  the  unique  fact  that  the  entire 
stretch  from  sea  to  sea  is  under  the  absolute  control  of  one 


Company,  will  more  tlian  compensate  for  tlie  extra  length 
of  tl  e  Pacific  sea  voyage.  The  staple  cargo,  too,  of  the 
outward-bound  steamers  to  Australia,  lumber,  can  be  shipped 
at  a  I'ar  cheaper  rate  and  of  a  better  quality  at  Burrard 
Inlet  than  at  San  Francisco,  while  for  coaling  purposes  the 
advantages  of  the  former  port  can  hardly  be  over-estimated. 

This  Memorandum,  indeed,  would  not  be  complete  with- 
out some  reference  to  the  question  of  coal.  The  coal  of 
Vancouver  Island  is  admittedly  the  only  good  coal  yet  found 
on  the  Pacil  c  coast  of  North  America.  Even  if  deposits  of 
an  equally  good  character  are  not  discovered  on  the  Canadian 
mainland  along  the  line  of  the  railway — which  is  probable — 
the  terminus  at  Vancouver  (Coal  Harbour)  on  Burrard  Inlet  will 
be  immediately  opposite  to  the  coal  mines  of  Nanaimo,  and 
ships'sailing  from  the  Inlet  to  Australia,  Japan,  or  India  will 
obtain  excellent  coal  at  a  very  low  rate. 

"  In  a  few  months,"  says  a  writer  of  a  recent  article  in  a 
London  paper,  "the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  will  be  an 
accomplished  fact.,  and  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  hear  that 
the  Imperial  authorities  are  alive  to  its  extreme  importance. 
In  building  this  railway  Canada  will  have  conferred  an 
enormous  benefit  on  the  Mother  Country.  It  remains  for 
the  latter  not  only  to  avail  herself  of  these  benefits,  but  to 
secure  them  permanently  by  recognising  the  necessity  of 
protecting  the  Pacific  terminus  of  the  railway.  The  dock  at 
£squimalt,  the  coal  mines  at  Nanaimo,  the  terminus  at  the 
new  city  of  Vancouver,  are  points  of  the  utmost  strategic 
importance  to  the  Empire.* 

"  The  golden  age  of  peace  has  not  yet  dawned.  These 
positions,  all  lying  close  together,  should  be  strongly  pro- 
tected. When  this  has  been  done — and  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  doing  so — when  our  Pacific  squadron  can  draw  men 
and  supplies  from  Halifax  or  England,  and  when  regular 
lines  of  English  steamers  ply  between  Vancouver  and  the 
•East,  the  power  and  influence  of  Great  Britain  in  the  North 
Pacific  will  be  enormously  increased,  whether  it  is  to  be 
exercised  against  aggressive  Russia,  or  to  maintain  her 
ascendency  in  Japan  or  China,  or  to  bold  her  own  in  India." 

*  See  a  paper  on  "  The  Protection  of  our  Naval  Base  in  the  North  Pacific,"  read 
.It  the  United  Service  Institution,  by  Major-Genenil  Laurie,  on  April  6th,  1883,  and 
the  interesting  discussion  that  followed  the  reading,  which  elicited  an  apparently 
unanimous  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  advisability  of  fortifying  Burrard  Inlet 
without  delay. 


COMPARISON    OF    ROUTES. 


Comparison  of  Eastern  and  Western  Routex  from  England  to 

Japan  and  China. 

I.  London  to  Yokohama  : —  Days. 

1.  Hy  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company's  route 

via  Brindisi  to  Hong  Kong        

Hong  Kong  to  Yokohama  ... 


2.  By  P.  &  O.  viA  Gibraltar  to  Hong  Kong 
Hong  Kong  to  Yokohama 


Liverpool  to  Yokohama  :  — 
3    By  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  (Summer  route),  ward 
Liverpool  to  Montreal     ... 
Montreal  to  Vancouver  ... 
Vancouver  to  Yokohama 


35 
6 

to    37 
6 

41 

to    43 

44 
6 

to    46 
6 

SO 

to    52 

ut- 

Home 

ard 

ward. 

lO 

10 

4 
i6 

4 
14 

4.  By  Intercolonial  Railway  and  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  (Winter  route* 
Liverpool  to  Halifax 

Halifax  to  Montreal         

Montreal  to  Yokohama  (as  above) 


30 


9 
20 

3oi 


28 


>4 


9 

I 

18 

28§ 


IL  London  to  Hong  Kong  : — 

.    I.  By  Penin.salar  and  Oriental  Company's  route 
via  Brindisi 
2.  By  same  m  Gibraltar 


35    to    37 
44    to    46 


Out-  Home- 
Liverpool  to  Hong  Kong  : —                                        ward.  ward. 
3.  By  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  vid  Montreal  to 

Yokohama         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     30  28 

Yokohama  to  Hong  Kong          ...         ...         ...       6  6     ^ 


# 
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